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ANNUAL  REPORT.  1902. 


TO  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF 
SOUTH  SHIELDS. 


Gentlemen, 

My  Annual  Eeport  for  the  year  1902  will  give,  in 
an  abbreviated  form,  the  work  done  during  that  time  by 
myself  and  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  good  health  in  the  District. 

As  in  my  last  Eeport,  I  have  divided  it  into  four 
headings : — 

(1)  Vital  Statistics. 

(2)  Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  the 

measures  taken  to  prevent  their  spread. 

(3)  General  Sanitation. 

(4)  Sanitary  Eequirements. 

(5)  Administration  in  District  of  Factory  and 

Workshops  Act. 

Attached  to  the  Eeport  will  be  found  Tables  I.,  II., 
III.,  and  IV.,  filled  up  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  under  “  General  Sanita¬ 
tion  ”  will  be  found  information  concerning  the  District, 
as  suggested  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  their 
“  Memorandum  as  to  Annual  Eeports  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health.” 

Owing  to  a  portion  of  the  Eural  District  having  been 
added  to  the  Borough  of  South  Shields  I  have  been 
unable  to  obtain  all  the  information  as  regards  population 
asked  for  in  Tables  I.  and  II. 

On  Pages  20,  21,  22  and  23  I  have  made  a  full  report 
on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 
in  the  District. 
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Population. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  Area  of  the  District  in  Acres  is  12,369. 

The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  1902  is 
10,135. 

The  general  Death  Rate  of  the  District  is  15-4. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  0'69. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Phthisis  is  1‘4. 

The  Respiratory  Rate,  2-07. 

The  Birth  Rate,  36-8. 

The  Infant  Mortality  (under]  one  year  of  age)  is 
altogether  64. 

In  reckoning  up  the  Statistics,  the  Population  and 
Deaths  which  have  occurred  in  the  Harton  Workhouse 
and  the  Jarrow  Fever  Hospital  are  omitted. 

Population  at  At  present 

Census,  1901.  date  (estimated). 

Boldon  .  2,113  2,185 

Boldon  Colliery .  3,290  3,354 

Harton  .  1,496  610 

Monkton  ..  .  537  550 

Whitburn  .  3,292  3,436 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES. 


During  each  month  of  the  year  1902  the  following 
number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  to 
me  from  the  Rural  District.  Those  notified  as  occurring 
at  the  Workhouse,  Harton,  are  shown  at  the  foot  note. 

13  cases — 9  of  these  were  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Enteric 
Fever,  1  Diphtheria,  and  2  Erysipelas. 


January. 
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February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September. 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Note. 

Summary. 


5  cases — all  Scarlet  Fever. 

12  cases — all  Scarlet  Fever. 

13  cases— 12  being  Scarlet  Fever,  and  1  Enteric  Fever. 

19  cases — all  Scarlet  Fever. 

3  cases — all  Scarlet  Fever. 

3  cases — all  Scarlet  Fever. 

5  cases — 4  being  Scarlet  Fever  and  1  Erysipelas. 

6  cases — 3  of  these  were  Scarlet  Fever ;  1  Enteric 

Fever ;  1  Continued  Fever ;  and  1  Erysipelas. 

3  cases — all  Scarlet  Fever. 

4  cases — 1  being  Scarlet  Fever ;  1  Enteric  Fever,  and  2 

Erysipelas. 

3  cases — all  Scarlet  Fever. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  2  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  and 
1  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  as  having  occurred  at  the 
Workhouse,  Harton,  South  Shields. 

98  cases  from  the  Eural  District  and  3  from  the  Harton 
Workhouse  have  been  reported,  as  shewn  above,  during 
the  year  1902.  This  shows  a  considerable  diminution 
when  compared  with  the  number  in  former  years ; 
though  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  district  is  smaller 
now  than  then,  as  West  Harton  has,  since  my  last  report, 
been  incorporated  with  the  Borough  of  South  Shields. 
It  is  especially  gratifying,  however,  to  be  able  to  shew 
that  only  4  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  been  reported 
from  the  Rural  District,  1  being  from  Boldon,  2  from 
Boldon  Colliery,  and  1  from  Whitburn.  I  am  unable  to 
give  any  cause  for  the  outbreak  of  these  cases,  though  it 
is  probable  that  the  case  at  Whitburn  contracted  the 
disease  from  another  part  of  the  County,  where  he  had 
been  residing.  This  case,  and  the  one  from  Boldon 
Colliery,  were  removed  to  Hospital,  the  foruier  to  th§ 
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Infectious 

Diseases 

Hospital. 


Denes  Hospital,  South  Shields,  and  the  latter  to  the 
South  Shields  Eural  District  Hospital,  situated  in  the 
Whitburn  Parish, 

1  case  of  Diphtheria  occurring  at  Horsley  Hill  Farm, 
Westoe,  was  probably  due  to  the  insanitary  state  of  the 
house  and  surroundings.  This  state  of  affairs  has  now 
been  remedied. 

10  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  to  Hospital. 
The  cause  of  the  number  of  mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
was  due  to  the  same  reason  I  gave  in  the  Annual  Report 
last  year,  viz.,  the  liability  of  its  spread  amongst  the 
mining  population  when  the  cases  are  not  removed  to 
Hospital. 

The  freedom  from  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  is,  I  think, 
due  to  the  cold  wet  summer  and  autumn  which  prevailed. 

No  case  of  Small-pox  was  reported. 

The  usual  means  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Infectious 
Diseases  have  been  used,  such  as  the  disinfection  of 
houses,  and  the  fumigation  of  infected  clothing,  bedding, 
&c.  Bedding,  which  is  not  too  much  soiled,  can  now  be 
thoroughly  disinfected  at  the  Hospital  for  this  District. 
In  the  event  of  any  case  of  Small-pox  being  reported,  it 
would  be  removed  to  the  Whiteleas  Hospital,  belonging 
the  South  Shields  Corporation. 

Since  my  last  report  was  issued,  an  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  has  been  opened  for  the  use  of  the  District,  and 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Southwick-on-Wear.  It  is 
situated  on  the  South  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
Sunderland  to  East  Boldon,  about  |  of  a  mile  from  East 
Boldon  Ic  consists  of  a  Scarlet  Fever  block  of  2 
Wards,  and  an  Enteric  Fever  block,  consisting  of  3 
Wards  ;  each  with  its  own  kitchens,  &c.  It  has  been 
designed  for  the  use  of  16  patients,  but  a  few  more  could 
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be  accommodated  if  necessary.  Besides  the  above 
mentioned  blocks,  it  has  an  administrative  block,  a  dis¬ 
charging  block,  porter’s  lodge,  laundry,  disinfector, 
mortuary,  stables,  coach-house,  and  out-houses.  The 
Hospital  has  its  own  ambulance,  but  the  authorities  hire 
a  horse  when  necessary.  The  different  blocks  are  con¬ 
nected  by  telephone.  The  staff  consists  of  a  Medical 
Officer  (non-resident),  a  Matron  and  1  Probationer  Nurse, 
a  Porter,  and  Servants.  When  more  nurses  are  required 
they  are  obtained  from  one  of  the  Nursing  Homes  in  the 
surrounding  towns. 

The  Hospital  provides  for  the  disposal  of  its  own 
sewage  in  the  grounds. 

The  Hospital  was  opened  for  patients  in  June,  1902, 
and  since  that  date  16  patients  have  been  admitted,  of 
which  5  were  from  Boldon  District,  and  11  from  South- 
wick.  Of  this  number  8  were  cases  of  Enteric  Fever, 
and  8  Scarlet  Fever. 

It  is  too  early  as  yet  to  state  whether  the  advantages 
of  hospital  treatment  is  likely  or  not  to  be  appreciated 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rural  District  and  the  South- 
wick  District.  But  it  is  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that  not 
only  will  the  working  classes  more  especially  be  willing 
to  send  their  cases  into  the  Hospital,  but  that  the 
medical  men  in  the  district  and  the  influential  men  con¬ 
nected  with  collieries,  &c.,  will  lend  their  aid  and  advice 
to  further  the  cause  for  which  the  Hospital,  at  a  great 
expense,  has  been  erected. 

92  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  notifled 
during  the  year  1902,  distributed  as  follows  :  — 


{a)  Boldon  .  15 

(6)  Boldon  Colliery .  31 

(c)  Whitburn  ..  .  33 


Boldon. 

Mundles  Farm. 


Blenkinsopp’s 

Cottages, 

Pontop 

Crossing. 
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(d)  Harton  .  4 

(e)  Hedworth  &  Monkton .  6 

(/)  Harton  Workhouse .  3 


GENEEAL  SANITATION  IN  THE  BOLDON, 
BOLDON  COLLIERY,  AND  MONKTON 
DISTRICTS. 

During  the  month  of  Eehruary  I  visited  the  Mundles 
Farm,  East  Boldon,  and  inspected  the  water  supply, 
which,  I  had  reason  to  believe,  was  not  entirely  satis¬ 
factory.  The  water  is  derived  from  a  deep  well  on  the 
farm,  which  was  found  to  be  in  a  very  filthy  slate, 
probably  derived  from  outside  sources  due  to  the  dilapi¬ 
dated  state  of  the  cover.  The  County  Analyst  reported 
“  that  the  sample  was  not  of  a  satisfactory  quality  for 
drinking  purposes,  mostly  due,  he  thought,  to  surface 
pollution.”  The  well  has  now  been  cleaned  out,  and  the 
water  is  more  satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  to  Blenkinsopp’s  Cottages,  Pontop 
Crossing,  was  also  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
examination.  The  water  is  derived  from  a  shallow  well 
near  to  Brockley  Whins  Old  Quarry  Pond,  the  water 
being  originally  pumped  by  means  of  a  windmill  into  a 
galvanized  iron  cistern  placed  at  the  west  end  of  Farrow’s 
Farm,  but  the  windmill  is  now  broken.  The  well  is  close 
to  the  River  Don,  badly  bricked,  not  cemented,  and 
uncovered.  The  top  of  the  brickwork  is  too  low,  and 
almost  on  a  level  with  the  adjacent  ground,  and  is  liable 
to  surface  pollution,  especially  during  vet  weather.  The 
Analyst  reported  that  the  sample  is  seriously  polluted, 
owing  to  surface  contamination.  Preparations  are  now 
being  made  to  render  the  well  impei'vious  to  contamin¬ 


ation. 
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Boldon  Colliery 
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Cottages. 
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At  the  same  time  an  analysis  of  the  water  taken  from 
a  deep  well  on  Brockley  Whins  Farm  was  made.  This 
water  also  was  found  to  be  contaminated  by  surface 
pollution.  I  reported  the  result  of  the  analysis,  and 
steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the  defects. 

An  analysis  of  the  water  derived  from  a  well  on  this 
farm  was  also  made.  The  report  was  that  the  water 
was  seriously  polluted  by  surface  contamination.  En¬ 
quiries  have  been  made,  as  to  whether  it  is  possible  to  have 
this  farm  supplied  by  the  Water  Company’s  mains,  but 
the  price  appears  to  be  prohibitive.  The  owners  intend 
to  clean  out  the  wells,  and  have  them  repaired. 

An  analysis  of  the  water  derived  from  a  well  on  this 
farm  has  also  been  made.  Surface  pollution  was  reported, 
and  steps  have  been  taken  to  remedy  it. 

Several  minor  defects,  as  regards  privies  and  ash-pits 
in  the  villages  of  Boldon,  have  been  reported  upon,  and 
attended  to. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  reported  on  the  bad  state 
of  these  Cottages.  These  have  now  been  thoroughly 
repaired,  both  outside  and  inside. 

Whitemare  Pool  Hotel  has  also  been  attended^to,  and 
the  complaints  made  in  my  last  Annual  Report  have 
been  remedied.  Two  new  ash-closets  have  been  built, 
and  the  urinal  floor  and  walls  have  been  cemented.  A 
portion  of  the  yard  also  has  been  laid  with  cement  con¬ 
crete,  and  the  other  portion  laid  with  dry  cinders. 

I  reported  on  the  insanitary  condition  of  these  houses, 
especially  one  occupied  by  Griffiths.  The  walls  and 
floors  were  very  damp.  The  house  has  now  been 
thoroughly  repaired. 

During  the  year  extensive  repairs  have  been  done  to 
the  houses  in  this  Row.  The  foundations  have  been 
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Monkton. 
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cemented,  and  cement  concrete  has  been  re-laid  both  at 
the  front  and  back  of  the  houses. 

Some  repairs  to  the  roofs  of  these  cottages  have  been 
made,  but  they  are  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition, 
and  in  my  opinion  should  be  closed. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  he  had  a  new  cement  con¬ 
crete  wall  put  in  where  the  Monkton  Sewer  crosses  the 
stream  near  the  Paper  Works. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  during  the  year  he  had  a 
new  manhole  put  in  to  improve  the  sewer  between  Church 
Street  and  New  Street,  Boldon  Colliery. 

A  new  manhole  has  been  built  in  behind  the  Grocery 
Department  of  the  Co-operative  Store,  Boldon  Colliery. 

During  August  there  was  a  stoppage  of  the  sewer  in 
the  back  street  between  Church  Street  and  West  Terrace, 
Boldon  Colliery,  which  was  caused  by  the  improper  con¬ 
struction  of  one  of  the  old  manholes.  The  manhole  has 
now  been  altered,  and  the  cover  has  been  placed  over 
the  out-let  end,  instead  of  the  in-let  end.  Two  additional 
manholes  were  built  into  this  street. 

Ihe  flat  bottoms  of  3  manholes  behind  Hedworth  Lane 
have  also  been  taken  up,  and  half-pipe  inverts  put  in. 

Complaints  were  also  made  about  the  flooding  of  the 
heating  chamber  at  the  Miners’  Hall,  Boldon  Colliery. 
This  was  found  to  be  due  to  a  preserved  meat  tin,  which 
had  become  firmly  fixed  in  a  trap,  and  thus  completely 
blocking  the  drain.  This  obstruction  was  removed,  and 
the  drains  were  then  found  to  be  in  good  working  order. 

Other  branches  of  the  main  sewer  at  Boldon  Colliery 
have  been  thoroughly  opened  up. 

The  sewers  have  been  regularly  cleansed  and  flushed. 


Factories  and 
Workshops  Act 


Scavenging. 


New  Houses. 


Oleadon  Park 
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Cleadon. 
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Mr.  Atkinson. 


ll 

The  Inspector  again  reports  that  his  recommendation 
that  the  drains  from  Brockley  Whins  Cottages,  which 
discharges  into  the  Don,  and  should  be  connected  by 
means  of  iron  pipes  carried  across  the  stream,  with  the 
Boldon  Sewer,  has  not  been  carried  out. 

Inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Factories  and 
Workshops  Act  during  the  year,  and  a  report  submitted 
to  the  Council. 

The  scavenging  of  the  District  has  been  well  done, 
with  the  exception  of  the  portion  let  to  Jarvis,  for  a 
portion  of  the  Boldon  Colliery  District.  Steps  were 
taken  to  remedy  this,  and  the  work  has  now  been  let  to 
another  contractor. 

Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  during  the 
year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances. 

16  houses  at  Boldon,  2  at  Whiteleas,  and  16  at  Boldon 
Colliery  have  been  erected,  and  most  of  them  occupied 
during  the  year.  In  addition  to  these,  a  new  Infant 
School  has  been  erected  at  Boldon  Colliery,  and  a  Fire 
Station  at  Boldon  Colliery. 


GENERAL  SANITATION  IN  THE  WHITBURN 
AND  HARTON  VILLAGE  DISTRICTS. 

Extensive  alterations,  both  to  the  dwelling  house  and 
the  outbuildings,  have  been  made  to  this  farm,  and,  when 
finished,  will  be  quite  satisfactory  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view. 

The  drains  to  this  house,  which  were  found  to  be 
choked  up,  have  now  been  thoroughly  overhauled. 

This  cottage  has  been  repaired,  and  the  water  supply 
is  now  derived  from  the  mains. 


Oleadon 

Meadows. 


n 


The  drains  from  this  house,  which  I  have  frequently 
reported  as  being  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  have 
now  been  connected  with  the  Cleadon  Main  Sewer. 


Undercliffe 

Cottage. 


Ship  Inn, 
Cleadon. 


The  drains  to  this  cottage  were  found  to  be  choked  by 
3  boots  owing  to  the  joints  being  open.  They  have  now 
been  taken  up  and  re-laid. 

Negotiations  are  now  in  progress  with  the  owner  of 
this  property  to  provide  a  urinal  and  out-door  conveni¬ 
ences  in  a  more  suitable  position  than  at  present  exists. 


Marsdeninn.  I  reported  that  this  house  required  repairs  to  the 
spouting,  etc.,  and  this  has  now  been  done. 


Well  House  The  drains  from  the  cow-byres  and  stables  have  been 
thoroughly  overhauled,  and  opened  up. 

Weeland’s  This  farm  is  now  in  good  order.  The  roof  of  the 

Farm. 

dwelling  house  has  been  slated  and  pointed.  New 
drains  have  been  laid  from  the  cow-byres  and  stables  to 
covered-in  tanks,  which  have  pumps  and  drains  attached 
for  emptying  purposes,  and  the  whole  of  the  outbuildings 
have  been  drained  by  surface  drains. 


The  hinds’  cottages  have  now  been  drained  into  a 
covered-in  cesspool. 


Chick  Lane  This  drain,  which  was  choked,  has  now  been  re- 
Drain. 

opened. 


The  Homes,  A  new  sewer  has  now  been  laid  for  these  cottages  and 
the  Coastguard  Cottages.  The  outlet  is  over  the  Clifts 
on  the  front,  and  these  cottages  will  now  be  thus  drained 
instead  of  into  a  cesspool. 


Marsilen  Sewer  The  Inspector  reported  that  the  sewer  outlet  at 
Outlet.  Marsden  Colliery  was  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition, 

owing  to  the  pipes  being  broken  and  choked  up,  the 
sewage  matter  overflowing  on  to  the  sea  beach.  The 
sewer  has  since  been  taken  up,  and  a  new  one  re-laid  to 
below  low-water  mark. 
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This  property  is  now  in  good  order,  the  roof,  sponts, 
and  down-comers  having  been  repaired. 

The  cottage  next  to  the  blacksmith’s  shop  has  now 
been  put  into  good  repair,  a  new  roof  having  been  put  on. 

The  roofs  and  spouts  have  been  repaired,  but  a  now 
ash-closet  should  be  built  in  place  of  the  present  ash-pit 
privy. 

The  hinds’  houses,  which  I  reported  on  in  my  last 
Annual  Report,  have  now  been  repaired,  but  the  drains 
are  still  not  satisfactory. 

Repairs  have  now  been  done  to  these  cottages,  and  a 
new  hind’s  house  is  almost  completed,  instead  of  the 
cottage,  which  I  reported  on  some  time  ago,  as  being  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

A  house,  occupied  by  Murphy,  has  been  repaired,  and 
the  drains  cleaned  out. 

The  whole  of  the  drains  to  these  houses  have  been 
opened  up,  and  the  Inspector  reports  that  a  flushing  shaft 
and  an  inspection  chamber  should  be  built  where  the  dis¬ 
connecting  trap  is  laid. 

The  sewer  that  runs  through  Mr.  Pinkney’s  grounds, 
Whitburn,  has  been  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  access 
openings  built. 

An  extension  to  the  main  s,dwer  has  been  made  by  the 
side  of  Boldon  Lane  from  Underhill  Road  to  the  house 
occupied  by  Mr.  Bell,  Cleadon,  with  2  connections. 

Several  sewers  have  been  laid  in  the  Cleadon  House 
Estate. 

The  sewer  in  Greave’s  Lane,  Cleadon,  has  been  taken 
up  and  re-laid.  It  has  now  a  good  fall,  with  a  flushing 
shaft  at  the  high  end. 
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The  flushing  of  the  main  sewers  has  been  well  attended 
to,  more  often  than  in  past  years.  The  Inspector 
remarks  “  that  the  large  van  has  a  great  flushing  power, 
a  good  water  capacity  and  outlet,  but  the  small  cart  is 
of  no  use  for  flushing  the  drains,  except  drains  in  narrow 
back  streets. 

Inspector  Welsh  reports  that  the  contractors  employed 
by  the  Council  for  the  cleansing  of  ashpits,  privies,  and 
cesspools  within  the  district  have  been  well  attended  to 
during  the  year. 

The  whole  of  these  have  been  visited  at  intervals  during 
the  year  by  myself  and  the  inspector,  and  they  are  in 
a  satisfactory  state. 

The  Inspector  and  I  have  visited  the  factories  and 
workshops  in  the  district  from  time  to  time,  and  any 
defects  existing  have  been  notified  to  the  Council. 

The  Inspector  says,  “  I  have  used  118,000  gallons  of 
water  from  the  mains  for  flushing  out  the  main  sewers 
at  Whitburn,  Cleadon,  and  Harton  Village,  during  the 
the  past  12  months.  The  water  from  the  village  ponds 
have  also  been  used  for  the  same  purpose.” 

Disinfectants  have  been  freely  used  for  disinfecting 
houses,  privies,  ashpits  and  sewers. 

Inspector  Welsh  reports  “  that  he  has  had  67  nuisances 
abated,  for  emptying  water  into  privies  and  ash-pits, 
throwing  ashes  into  back  streets,  and  for  keeping  dirty 
houses,  and  fouling  drains.” 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  thoroughly  inspected 
from  time  to  time.  They  are  kept  clean,  the  washing 
down  of  the  walls,  floors,  etc.,  are  regularly  attended  to 
after  slaughtering,  and  lime-washing  is  done  four  times  a 
year. 
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New  Houses. 


Overcrowding. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  new  houses  erected  and 
mostly  occupied  during  1902  in  the  Whitburn  and 


Harton  Districts. 

Cleadon .  14 

Whitburn .  22 


GENERAL  SANITATION,  ETC. 

The  South  Shields  Rural  District  at  the  end  of  1902 
may  be  roughly  divide(J  into  the  following  portions : — 

(a)  Boldon  and  Boldon  Colliery. 

(5)  Whitburn,  including  Marsden  (a  colliery  village), 
and  Cleadon. 

(c)  Harton  Village. 

(d)  Monkton  and  Hedworth. 

The  Rural  District  is  flat  and  treeless,  bounded  on  the 
North  by  Harton  and  Jarrow,  on  the  Eist  by  the  North 
Sea,  on  the  South  by  the  Sunderland  and  Southwick 
Districts,  and  on  the  West  by  Felling  and  Chester-le- 
Street  Districts.  Boldon  District  consists  of  residential 
houses,  villagers  and  a  few  miners’  houses,  as  well  as 
farms.  Boldon  Colliery  is  essentially  a  colliery  popula¬ 
tion,  and  is  in  a  flat  and  damp  position,  with  a  clay 
subsoil,  and  insufficiently  drained,  especially  as  regards 
surface  water.  This  will  account  for  the  large  amount  of 
sickness  invariably  existing  there.  Whitburn  District 
is  composed  of  residential  houses,  farms,  villagers  and 
miner’s  houses,  the  village  of  Marsden  being  almost 
exclusively  a  mining  village.  Monkton,  Hedworth  and 
Harton  Village  consist  of  farms,  residential  population, 
and  a  sprinkling  of  miners. 

The  subsoil  of  the  Rural  District  is  magnesian  lime¬ 
stone,  clay,  and  gravel.  The  house  accommodation  in 
the  mining  villages  is  insufficient,  there  being  many  cases 
of  overcrowding,  and  insufficient  of  separate  sleeping 
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rooms,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  it  can  be  avoided 
without  a  large  expenditure.  That  overcrowding  amongst 
the  mining  population  exists  is  an  indisputable  fact,  but 
how  to  put  an  end  to  it  is  a  difficult  matter,  as  should 
drastic  measures  be  adopted,  it  will  simply  mean  that 
many  people  will  be  rendered  homeless  and  put  out  of 
work.  Many  of  the  older  single  houses,  especially  at 
Boldon  Colliery,  consist  of  two  rooms  only,  a  kitchen  and 
a  large  attic  bedroom,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
managers  of  the  colliery  districts  take  little  or  no  thought 
about  the  size  of  the  families,  and  the  ages  and  sex,  when 
they  choose  who  shall  live  in  these  two-roomed  houses. 
At  Boldon  Colliery  it  would  be  an  easy  matter,  and  not 
an  expensive  one,  to  insist  that  every  one  of  these  large 
attic  bedrooms,  where  only  one  exists,  should  be  properly 
divided  by  the  colliery  owners,  and  not  left  to  the  tenants, 
especially  when  the  children  are  grown  up  and  of  a 
different  sex.  The  mining  population  are  fully  alive  to 
the  importance  of  separating  the  sexes,  as  regards  the 
sleeping  accommodation,  and  this  should  be  rigidly 
insisted  upon. 

Many  new  houses  for  the  working  population  are  in 
course  of  erection  by  private  enterprise,  and  they  are 
very  suitable  for  the  class  of  tenants  they  are  intended 
for. 

Supervision  over  Erection  of  New  Houses  is 
carried  on  by  a  Building  Inspector  appointed  by  the 
Council. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  sewerage  and  drain¬ 
age  of  the  district  are  sufficient  for  its  needs,  and  the 
sewers  and  drains  are  in  good  condition,  except  at 
Boldon  Colliery,  where,  however,  the  main  sewer  is  being 
re-laid.  From  Boldon,  Boldon  Colliery,  Monkton,  and 
Barton,  the  sewerage  goes  into  the  Tyne  in  three  places — 
two  enter  the  Tyne  at  Tyne  Dock,  and  one  near  Jarrow. 
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Excrement 

Disposul. 


Water  Supply. 


Source  of 
Water. 


At  Whitburn  the  sewerage  is  carried  out  to  sea  by  iron 
pipes,  beyond  the  low  water  mark. 

Excrement  Disposal.— The  Rural  District  Council 
employ  contractors  to  do  this  work,  except  at  Monkton, 
where,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  houses,  it  has  been, 
up  till  now,  considered  advisable  to  allow  the  farmers  in 
the  district  to  remove  it  on  to  their  land.  As  this  plan 
has  not  worked  well  during  the  past  year,  I  have 
recommended  the  Council  to  undertake  the  scavenging, 
which  they  will  probably  very  shortly  do. 

The  scavenging  in  the  rest  of  the  district  has  been 
fairly  well  done,  with  one  exception.  The  ash-closets  in 
the  district  are  cleaned  out  twice  a  week,  and  the  large 
open  ash-pits  should  be  cleaned  out  every  alternate 
week.  The  refuse  is  removed  in  carts,  and  emptied  on 
to  agricultural  ground. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  by  public 
service.  The  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Co 
supply  the  whole  district,  with  the  exception  of  the  out¬ 
lying  farms,  which  derive  their  supply  from  wells,  many 
of  which  are  not  wholly  satisfactory,  as  already  reported. 

Source  of  Water. — From  wells  which  have  been 
bored  for,  sunk,  and  then  pumped  from  these  into 
reservoirs,  and  distributed.  The  water  supply  is  sufficient, 
wholesome,  and,  I  believe,  free  from  pollution.  It  is  a 
hard  water.  The  water  is  derived  from  Humbleton  Hill, 
Stoneygate,  Burdon,  Seaton  Bank  Top,  Thorpe,  and 
Ryhope. 

Places  over  which  the  Council  have  supervision. 
— Butcher  shops,  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milk  shops, 
factories  and  workshops. 

Nuisances  are  reported  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Rural  District 
Council,  and  the  Clerk  sends  in  the  reports  to  owners  of 
properties  complained  of. 
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Boldon. 


SANITARY  REQUIREMENTS. 

(a)  The  better  accommodation,  by  Colliery  Managers, 
regarding  the  bedroom  space  in  their  own  colliery  houses. 

(b)  That  more  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  paving 
and  cleanliness  of  the  streets  and  backyards,  especially 
in  Davison  Street  and  West  Terrace  at  Boldon  Colliery. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS’  ACT. 

The  following  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workhouses 
in  the  Di strict  have  been  inspected,  with  the  following 
results : — 

H.  Codling’s  Workshop,  West  Boldon,  Joiuer 
and  Cartwright. — Condition,  sanitary.  There  is  a  privy, 
and  also  a  urinal  for  the  use  of  the  workmen.  The  shop 
is  a  lofty  one,  and  also  well-ventilated. 

R,  M,  Storey’s  Workshop,  West  Boldon. — 
Condition,  sanitary.  The  Workshop  is  above  a  shed, 
which  is  open  ia  the  front.  The  entrance  is  by  a  stair¬ 
case  underneath  this  shed,  but  there  are  two  other  means 
of  exit,  viz.,  by  a  back  door  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
building,  and  also  by  two  large  doors,  which  open  out¬ 
wards  on  to  a  gangway,  which  is  about  7  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  ventilation  is  good,  and  there  is  a  closet 
provided  for  the  use  of  the  workmen. 

Brown’s,  Mount  Pleasant,  Bath-brick  Works. 
— At  these  Works  there  is  a  convenience  for  females, 
but  it  is  most  unsatisfactory,  being  a' wooden  erection 
under  a  shed,  and  withput  a  door.  There  is  no  conveni¬ 
ence  for  males.  A  new  ash-closet  should  be  erected, 
both  for  males  and  females.  Three  females  are  employed 
and  two  males. 

Dannatt’s  Factory,  East  Boldon. — This  Factory 
is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  Composition.  The  build¬ 
ing  is  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  the  walls  are 
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lime- washed.  It  has  no  privy  accommodation,  but  as  a 
rule  only  one  man  is  employed,  and  his  dwelling  is  close 
at  hand.  Arsenic  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
material,  but  it  is  not  ground  on  the  premises.  There  is 
a  good  supply  of  warm  water  for  washing  the  hands,  &c. 
There  is  also  a  suit  of  overalls  and  a  respirator  provided 
for  the  man. 

Cleadon  Lane  Brickworks  are  at  present  closed. 

Cleadon  Tile  Shed  Brickworks  (J.  T.  Payne). — At 
present  closed. 

Hodgson’s  Brickworks,  Tile  Shed  Crossing.— 
19  males  and  2  females  employed.  No  sanitary  con¬ 
venience  is  provided.  The  females  have  the  use  of  the 
closet  at  the  adjoining  cottage. 

Cleadon  Junction  Brickworks  (Owner,  Mr.  T.  D. 
Leinster,  Whitley  Bay). — 12  males  and  2  females 
employed.  No  sanitary  convenience  is  provided.  The 
females  have  the  use  of  the  closet  at  the  adjoining 
cottage. 

Whiteleas  Brickworks  (T.  S.  Winter,  of  Tyne  Dock). 
— 10  males  and  4  females  employed.  Privy  accommoda¬ 
tion  unsatisfactory.  The  females  use  the  privies  belonging 
to  the  cottages,  and  the  males  use  a  small  wooden  erection 
without  a  roof  or  door.  The  light  and  ventilation  is 
satisfactory,  and  the  floors  are  kept  in  a  clean  state. 

West  Harton  Brickworks  Co. — 14  males  and  1 
female  employed.  Sanitary  convenience  satisfactory,  1 
for  each  sex.  Floors  and  walls  are  clean,  light  and 
ventilation  good. 

Robinson’s  Brickyard,  on  Newton  Garth’s  Land. — 
No  privy  accommodation  for  the  9  males  and  2  females 
employed.  Light  and  ventilation  good,  and  the  floors 
are  kept  clean.  No  register. 
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Boldon 

Colliery. 


Whitburn. 


Barton. 


Brickyard  (owned  by  Harton  Coal  Co.) — At  present 
not  working.  No  closet  for  males,  and  the  females  use 
the  one  at  the  cottage. 

R.  Allison’s  Works. — Sanitary.  Only  males  em¬ 
ployed,  and  a  suitable  privy  is  provided. 

Pinkney’s  Electric  Light  Station.— Fire  escape 
satisfactory,  but  there  is  no  hose-pipe. 

T.  Short  and  Son,  Whitburn. — Sanitary.  Fire 
escape  satisfactory,  but  there  is  no  hose-pipe.  Privy 
attached. 

Paper  Mills,  Marsden. — Sanitary.  Privies  for  both 
males  and  females.  Fire  escape  satisfactory,  but  no 
proper  hose-pipe. 

Moor  Lane  Brickyard,  Cleadon  (Owners,  Cleadon 
House  Estate  Co.) — Average  number  employed,  12  males 
and  3  females.  At  present  closed.  Privy  accommoda¬ 
tion  unsatisfactory. 

Pumping  Station,  Farding  Lake. — Only  1  man 
employed.  No  privy  accommodation.  Place  is  kept 
clean.  Light  and  ventilation  good. 

Pumping  Station,  Harton. — 2  men  employed.  No 
privy  provided. 

The  condition  of  the  works  which  come  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act  have  already  been  reported 
to  the  District  Council,  and  some  of  the  defects  com¬ 
plained  of  them  have  been  rectified. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Wm.  ARMSTRONG,  L.R.C.P.,  &c., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Medical  Officer  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 


TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1902  and  Previous  Years. 
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TABLE  II. — VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES  in  1902  and  Previous  Years. 
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TABLE  IV. — Causes  cf,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1902. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at 
SUBJOINED  Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(AT  ALL  Ages). 

o 

Cacsb  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1  year. 

1  and  under  5. 

5  and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

25  and  Cinder  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

Boldon. 

Boldon  Colliery. 

Whitburn. 

Hahton. 

Hedworth  and 

Monkton. 

Deaths  in  Publi 

Institutions. 

Small-pox  . 

3 

Meazles . 

2 

2 

... 

2 

... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever . 

2 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

... 

2 

Whooping-coug-h 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Diphtheria  and  mem¬ 
branous  croup 

1 

1 

1 

Croup  . 

... 

1  Typhus 

... 

Fever  •<  Enteric 

A. 

6 

(  Other  contin’d 

... 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

... 

Cholera...  . 

... 

Plague . 

... 

Diarrhcna  . 

3 

i 

i 

1 

3 

18 

Enteritis 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

Other  septic  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis . 

15 

4 

11 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

22 

Otlier  tubercular  dis¬ 
eases  . 

14 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

4 

1 

3 

Cancer,  malignant  dis¬ 
ease  . 

7 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

19 

Bronchitis  . 

9 

3 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1 

24 

Pneumonia  . 

10 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1 

19 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Other  diseases  of  Ees- 
piratory  organs 

1 

... 

1 

,, 

... 

... 

1 

5 

Alcoholism  1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  )  ■" 
Venereal  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

••1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Premature  Birth 

20 

20 

... 

... 

6 

6 

6 

2 

... 

2 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

1 

1 

• .  . 

3 

1 

Heart  diseases 

13 

2 

i 

i 

6 

3 

2 

6 

1 

1 

ii 

Accidents  . 

12 

... 

i 

... 

•  * . 

11 

3 

2 

6 

2 

... 

4 

Suicides  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

All  other  causes 

41 

11 

2 

i 

3 

12 

12 

14 

9 

14 

4 

... 

69 

All  causes . 

157 

55 

13 

8 

9 

50 

22 

40 

46 

51 

13 

7 

213 

